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By Chris Higginbotham

Much like a second marriage, returning to UCLA has some 

marginal benefits and stark consequences. Though we’ve 

seen the addition of supplementary dining halls and food 

trucks, one can’t help but notice the ridiculous wait lines for food on 

the Hill. While most people have resorted to sitting around, waiting, 

and doing nish, a few Bruins have put their time in line to work, 

spawning a campus-wide wave of invention and innovation. These 

are their stories.

Though upset that long lines have hampered his time slacklining and 

hammocking on Janss, Naught Syxfeat (Linguistics and Psychology, 

Class of 2024) has also put this dead time to use.
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While Feast was still operating as a take-out-only hall, this writer 

noticed Syxfeat holding a flashlight between his teeth while scribbling 

furiously on a legal pad until, after a few moments of observation, 

Syxfeat exclaimed, “I GOT HIM! I FIGURED IT OUT!” Once several 

minutes had passed, and after a concerned student passed him a 

Plug N Play to calm his nerves, Syxfeat gathered himself enough to 

disclose that he’d spent every moment in the Feast line trying to 

uncover the identity of the Zodiac Killer. “I found this uncracked 

cipher online and figured I had 4 hours to take a stab at it.” Though 

Syxfeat is presently unprepared to make an official statement, the 

notes around the cipher reveal that “TED CRUZ FUCKS” was the key 

to cracking the code. When asked about his experience, Syxfeat cooly 

responded, “I mean, waiting in line is a bitch, but I’ve already proved 

my parents wrong and done something with my degree.”

It would be a journalistic sin of omission to fail to include coverage 

on the innovative feats achieved while waiting in ceaseless queues 

at The Study. Though Chip Skylark’s (Undeclared Physical Sciences, 

Class of 2025) nerdiness and inability to quote Kanye lyrics 

prevented him from getting bids at UCLA’s top fraternities, he was 

emergency bidded by Sigma Tau Delta on the last day of rush to 

add numbers to their pledge class. The Bruin Review caught up with 

Skylark while he was fielding heavy recruitment offers from Delta Tau 

Delta on Bruin Walk to discuss his mathematical contributions to the 

game of Beer Dye while waiting for a sandwich. Following a lengthy 

explanation of the scientific method, Skylark commented, “most 

fraternal organizations toss to an arbitrary height like above the

house or a balcony. Oh Contraire! To attain an ideal balance of 

difficulty and enjoyment, one must toss no lower than .0017 to 

.0019 leagues above the table.” When asked to translate this into a 

more digestible unit of measure (and after attempting to provide 

this height in “Megalithic Yards”), Chip tells us that the ideal height 

is between 27 and 30 feet, solving an age-old question for fraternity 

brothers the world over.

Also in line at The Study was 5-Star fraternity recruit Brad Chad (‘Biz’ 

Econ, Class of ?). During Week 1, Chad broke tradition (and IFC 

regulations) by fielding bids on the first day; just as elite high school 

athletes tour prospective universities while considering scholarship 

offers, Chad posted several photos to the ‘gram posing in various 

pledge shirts before announcing his final decision to pledge Delta 

Omicron Gamma. While completing a pledge activity and swiping a 

dozen pizzas for actives, Chad got to answer the oldest question in 

the Greek book. “It’s about time we settled on the ideal ratio,” Chad 

decided. “Too many guys like me, everybody else is striking out. 

Too many girls, the South Campus guys in the house shy away from 

the party.” Chad continued to explain his solution to this dilemma 

for the full 3 days it took for his pizzas to come out. When the dust 

settled and Chad’s Adderall bottle was empty, Chad produced his 

findings on a rolling paper: “5.28 to 1.” When asked to explain his 

methodology, Chad spit in this writer’s face and left, hollering “rush 

DOG” over his shoulder.
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By Anu Shivakumar

We’re not good for each other.” “I need to focus on 

myself.” “It isn’t going to work out long-term.”

The words that lead to waterworks, to changing their name on your 

phone to “Do not text under any circumstances.” The words that 

lead to watching Dirty Dancing 16 times in succession. If you’re out 

there going through this: we’re here to help. Take a break from that 

JuiceWRLD album and follow the guide below to accelerate your 

personal growth and maturity. Forget about leaning on friends and 

family—a Bruin Review article and a bottle of your favorite coping 

mechanism is all you need.
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1. Strengthen your relationships with your friends by only opening up 

to your ex. Tell them how much you miss them romantically, about 

once a week. Show everyone else how great you’re doing and how 

you’ve totally moved on, every day. Your first priority is appearing like 

you’re on top of the world.

2. Once you run out of photos they’ve posted, go through each of 

their tagged photos. Zoom in on every potential partner, and make 

sure to dwell on each possibility out there. Inspect comments, likes, 

and captions with a diligent thoroughness.

3. Lean on substances. You get a pass! Bonus points if you text them 

at the end of the night.

4. You have got to be on top of those Snapchat stories. It is 

imperative that they know you are having way more fun than they are. 

Search their name up in the list of viewers every minute or so after 

you post a story. Make sure they know you’re out and about—save 

the crying into your pillow for off-camera.

5. Definitely ask them to casually meet up every day after the 

breakup, so you can ensure they don’t get over you. It always goes 

well.

6. Immediately jump into a serious relationship. You need to fill that 

void, and it doesn’t matter who you fill it with!

7. Badmouth them to every person you see. You’ve got to hate them, 

but that’s not enough—everyone else must hate them too. That’s 

what helps you let go! Turn them into an idea, and make sure to get 

carried away.

8. Keep hanging out with all their best friends, not because you like 

those friends, but so that you can keep tabs on your ex. You can’t 

move forward without staying updated.

9. Don’t forget that you will get back together. You just have to 

convince them.

Ultimately, all you can do is try to be the person they wanted you to 

be. You got this! And if you ever feel like you can’t shape up, get cozy 

watching rom-coms in their sweatshirt and remember there is no one 

else out there for you.

“
“

You’ve got to hate 
them, but that’s not 
enough—everyone else 
must hate them too. 
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Picture this. It’s an ordinary day. You’re scrolling through the 

gram, and you’re feeling a bit antsy. You’ve just spent the last 

half-hour zooming in on your ex’s tagged photos, and you’re 

feeling like you should finally delete the app for good. But then you 

sit back and think. You consider how much you can really learn about 

someone through those little curated squares. You consider how peo-

ple’s core values truly shine through their social media presence. You 

could probably even tell what their major is, just based on their bio! 

Instagram really puts the ‘super’ in ‘superficial!’

Below are some examples of Instagram bios that immediately imply 

what their owner’s major might be. 
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Any reference to the word ‘vibe’ - Environmental Science

It’s so cool that you get to go on graded walks around campus. Wish 

that was me.

A comprehensive list of every city they’ve been to  - Geography

You definitely took the time to immerse yourself in all of those 

unique cultures. You’re such a global citizen. Congrats!

An apostrophe on the wrong side of their graduation year -  

Applied Math

It makes sense that these people speak in Greek letters—they’ve 

probably never had to read a book. It’s just so hard to take someone 

seriously when their bio says that they are 23 feet tall.

A motivational quote - Business Economics

Makes sense. The first rule to becoming a Finance Bro is that you 

must convince everyone you work hard. Nothing gets me going like 

reading ‘Work hard in silence, let success be your noise’ every time I 

open the app. 

Links to charities - Global Studies

Honestly, props to you for caring about the world. I see you with that 

non-profit linktree.  

A graduation year that was over 5 years ago - Gerontology

We get it, you peaked in college. Just leave it out. Maybe you could 

call your grandkids. 

An emoji after every line of their bio - Communications 

You’re just so approachable! Way to streamline your digital 

connections. Sometimes the wave emoji just speaks louder than 

words.

Link to an art account - DESMA or Labor Studies

Either you’re an art major or you study something dull and want 

people to think you’re creative and unique. It’s a valiant effort. Keep 

it up!

The date that they started things with bae - Classics

Someone come get their boy, he thinks he’s in Romeo and Juliet. 

College doesn’t work that way, bro. I’m sure your girl’s on Tinder.

An empty bio - Undeclared

As the great American poet and storyteller Drake once rapped: ‘A wise 

man once said nothing at all.’ Sounds like you’ve got it all figured out!

A bible verse - Study of Religion

But wait, did John score 3 or 16?  

I hope this article helped you realize how much substance there is 

to the way we portray ourselves on digital platforms. All it takes is a 

little thought!
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THETHE
Non-STEM
Non-STEM

Major's
    Guide
To Fitting InTo Fitting In

ATAT
UCLAUCLA

By Anthony Castillo

If you are entering as a new student at UCLA, you’re probably 

anticipating the opportunity to create new bonds and meet 

people who share your interests. Perhaps you’ll meet your 

new hiking buddy, beach friends, or study squad! However, you 

begin to realize that you are struggling to relate to others and can’t 

form a good impression. Suddenly, you have an epiphany; you’re 

a humanities/social science major. Given UCLA’s competitive 

environment, it is no wonder you do not receive the same positive 

reaction as the 4.0 GPA aerospace engineer who is president of four 

clubs. Here is your indispensable guide to fitting in at UCLA and 

maximizing your college experience!

1. Be a STEM major

Not much of a choice. Oh, you already have a non-STEM major 

you’re happy with? Well, good luck being invited to the next study 

session or dorm kickback.
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You’ll probably miss out on the same old relatable jokes about 

dropping out. What’s worse, you might even miss the chance to be 

in a group TikTok where your peers will express their discontent 

with their major or emphasize how they decided to go out instead of 

studying. If you decide to become a STEM major, congratulations! 

You can now form a good impression the next time you break the ice 

with new students!  

2. Take a Surplus of Units and Extra Curriculars

But wait, just saying you’re a smart STEM major isn’t enough. You 

must be sure to establish your credibility as a competitive UCLA 

student by maximizing your Google calendar with classes, events, 

and clubs. Bonus points if you hold a leadership position to push the 

limits of your availabilities. Once you have overwhelmed yourself 

with extra-curriculars and units, you can finally boast about your 

capabilities as a student. You know, just getting accepted into UCLA 

doesn’t mean you’re qualified as competitive. So, the next time you’re 

running like Usain Bolt from the North end of the campus to the 

South end because your classes are only ten minutes apart and you 

just had three lectures and two discussions prior, at least you can say 

you’re a STEM major.

3. Have Competitive Hobbies

After establishing your credibility, it’s important to show how 

talented you are. Can you play the guitar? Are you athletic? Can 

you cook tasty cuisines? Well, it doesn’t matter because it's not 

competitive. You must have a talent that makes you stand out!

You should learn something practical like building computers 

that can compete with top tier Apple MacBooks. Pick up a skill in 

modeling airplanes and use it to compete in national competitions. It 

might help to know how to create apps that will be worth millions by 

using your STEM knowledge. If you can only play guitar, you should 

at least be making songs that make it to the top 10 Spotify streamed 

songs. If you are athletic, you better be next up for the NFL or NBA, 

with a flock of fans following you for an autograph. If you can cook, 

your cuisines must have been approved by Chef Ramsey himself.

4. Integrate STEM into your daily conversation

You can’t let only the people you’re meeting know you’re a STEM 

major. Spread the word, but indirectly. If you are sitting at a dining 

hall with hundreds of other students, that would be the perfect 

opportunity to talk about how difficult the lecture was that day or 

how the professor did not slow down when they were talking about 

the Riemann Hypothesis. It is more than likely someone will agree 

and attempt to explain what the professor was talking about to 

assert their knowledge over the material. Be sure you respond loudly 

enough to drown out the conversation of nearby students, and that 

way everyone will know you're in STEM! If you’re walking to class 

with a classmate, make sure to loudly claim you must've failed the 

midterm, knowing you'll pass with an A+.

Congratulations! You now know everything there is to know about 

how to fit in at UCLA as a non-STEM major. Now go join the 

community of ambitious students just like you!



20 21
 ... ?

“...... “

Back
to

School:
Back

to
School:

DOs &
DON'Ts
DOs &
DON'Ts

By Kayla Gerber

NEWS IN REVIEW

After a long time in quarantine and sitting in Zoom calls, it's 

great to finally be back on campus—a whopping 559 days 

later! As a former baby bruin who left as a freshman and 

came back as a junior, things are obviously different. Here's a back-

on-campus starter pack to make the adjustment a little easier!

Do Bring: Good running shoes

Imagine not waking up and walking two feet to your next class. With 

classes back in-person, the transition has been tough. And with 8ams 

on the rise this quarter, that means sprinting to campus at the crack 

of dawn just to take a fat nap when you get there. I recommend a pair 

of high-quality running shoes on your morning jog, or sprint, to get to 

your classes on time so you're there to take attendance just in time 

for your 2-hour nap.  Maybe even bring a pillow and a cozy blanket. 

Or just don't go. That’s another option.
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Don't Bring: COVID

We all see you coughing in the bathroom of Royce hall with your 102 

fever while your symptom checker says you're cleared and ready to 

go. Don't bring this to campus. Please leave it at home. Thanks!

Do Bring: An actual pen and paper

“This class isn't recorded? And I have to take notes?”-everyone.

 For those of you with in-person classes, I recommend bringing an 

actual pen and paper. I know it's scary, but when your professor tells 

you you’ve got 10 minutes for a pop-quiz you gotta be prepared to 

write down your wrong answers somewhere. I know, it's rough taking 

tests in person and not on zoom, but cheaters never win and winners 

never cheat.

Don't Bring: Too much UCLA gear

We get it, you go to UCLA. So does everybody here. If you’re dressed 

head to toe in UCLA gear it's clear you're a freshman, and you 

don't want that. Leave it at home so you have enough clean UCLA 

tee-shirts to wear during Thanksgiving when you gotta rub it into 

others’ faces. We may know you go to UCLA and that you're failing 

two classes, but we need to make sure that everyone from your 

highschool knows you go to the #1 public university and that you're 

therefore better than everybody else.

Do Bring: Caffeine

Wait..you're telling me there’s such a thing as a 3-hour in-person class 

at night? Yes. But fear not, with the right amount of caffeine, it's just

about slightly bearable. Maybe now's the right time to finally sign up 

as a Yerba ambassador and get some free energy drinks along with 

every other person on campus. Use my coupon code #nobodycares 

for 3% off your next order!

Don't Bring: Your car

This may come as a shock, but leave your car at home. Street Parking 

is a no-go at UCLA unless you want to be towed on a weekly basis 

and insist on continuously paying the $100 fines for not moving 

your car every two hours. If you somehow manage to find a spot 

without getting ticketed, enjoy your car getting scratched by shitty 

drivers trying to parallel park on their fifth attempt. In the case that 

you somehow still want to bring your car, prepare your yak bags in 

the trunk because you'll be instantly upgraded to everyone's favorite 

designated driver. And no, you can't charge your friends a $500 fee 

for yaking in the backseat all over your brand new Subaru. Sorry. 

Although you can try.

Do Bring: Top Ramen

If you live off-campus, you know what it's like to attempt to cook at 3 

in the morning during midterm season. In-n-Out is closed and your 

groceries are covered in mold. Now imagine the finest of foods that 

can be made in one simple step: Top-ramen. This luxurious dish has 

got it all. It is simple to make, comes in several different flavors, and 

covers all your basic food groups. You've probably even seen it in 

your local frat’s kitchen when you're looking for a gourmet meal to 

eat after another night of extensive partying. #notanAD
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UCLA'sUCLA's

Guide To
Healthy
Living

By Lucas Willey

Here at UCLA, we 

take the utmost pride in our 

healthy and attractive student body. UCLA 

plans on plastering our students on the front of 

every university advertising brochure, so to ensure high 

application rates for the upcoming years, we offer this more than 

suggestive health plan for our students to follow religiously.

1. We construct health conscious environments for our students. Bruin 

Bowl, for example, creates an atmosphere that thrives on patience. The 

line wrapping around the building has a 100% guarantee of shrinking your 

stomach to half its size by the time you get to the front, essentially an 

organic gastric bypass. This ensures that you will only need half as much 

food in your stomach to satisfy your daily hunger cravings.

2. Eating disorder triggers are woven into the fabric of each UCLA 

dining hall as well. Each half-portioned entree that is served is 

exquisitely plated on its own full-size plate. As you clean up from 

your finished meal, you will be carrying at least 25 plates in 

your hands. This initiative creates a certain “walk of 

shame,” as you balance your stack of meal trash and 

dishes while walking to the conveyor belt. The 

walk of shame is, beautifully enough, all that 

is needed to make you feel like a fat 

ass every time you finish a meal.

Guide To
Healthy
Living
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3. Additionally, when walking by any dining hall, students are 

met with the scent of sheer filth. Contrary to popular belief, the 

placement of these horrid smell pockets, described as the love child 

of hamburger grease and rotting flesh, are very purposeful! When 

you take one breath outside a dining hall, a 50% loss of appetite is 

guaranteed before you even enter the building!

4. Our third food option, new to campus this year, is the four 

food trucks (two on the weekends) placed in front of Rieber and 

Sproul hall, catering to the mere 15,000 students living on the hill. 

Students who need a quick pick-me-up meal or are too busy to go to 

a dining hall now have the option to trade in their meal swipe for a 

food truck ticket. How fantastic! This meal swipe, which could give 

you all-you-can-eat access at any dining hall, translates to one meal 

ticket, for which you can acquire a single chicken finger and maybe 

even three curly fries if the workers are feeling generous. This well 

portioned meal allows our students on-the-go to maintain their quick 

metabolism. The efficiency of waiting in a line of 15 people instead 

of 40 is enough to fill the void in the stomachs of the hungry student  

body, keeping you fitter, fresher, and healthier than ever.

5. UCLA recommends that you walk to class as much as possible! 

Every hill is constructed to mimic a 12-3-30 treadmill workout in the 

gym, so your ass feels every inch of that incline. In fact, transfer to 

a humanities major if you are committed to the cause! We added a 

special hill on north campus to balance out any of those kooky liberal 

arts students who may be going too hard in the kitchen.

The hand grabs the wheel, knuckles white as the grip gets ever 

tighter. The belt is tight across the chest. The foot pressed 

against the brake. Almost there. A naive target is spotted, and 

closing fast. A few more feet and a completely relaxed and carefree 

UCLA student on the premed track will be perfectly in place. The 

driver licks his lips in anticipation. The blue and yellow sweatshirt 

edges closer before the driver shifts his foot over to the gas, slamming 

down. The car shoots forward, racing toward the prey. Startled but 

not surprised, the runner jumps to the safety of the clean, pristine 

Westwood sidewalk. The driver and runner lock eyes for a brief but 

seemingly unending moment before both go on their separate ways.

Fast & Furious:
Drivers in LA

By Krish Ajmani
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The driver circles the block, searching for what he has always yearned 

for but has yet to find in the concrete jungle of Westwood: parking. 

His hand slams the wheel in frustration before his eyes widen in 

surprise. He blinks in shock, as a narrow spot that can barely fit half 

a Prius stares at him. He pulls up in position, ready to parallel park. 

His hand flitters over the radio, turning it down. No music could 

ever compare to the soothing sound of scraping a parked car while 

trying to park. The metal grating fills the air. The driver shudders with 

delight, the hairs on his arm standing up with satisfaction. Unable 

to fit, he pulls out of the spot, trying again. Once again, the grating 

echoes around Roebling, the driver shuddering again. It’s not going to 

work. He continues on his route, searching for another casual runner 

or an open parking spot. Whichever comes first.

The driver eventually decides to go home. This morning’s hunt was 

unsuccessful, with both his prey and an open parking spot eluding 

him. Maybe he can try again later under the dark cover of night. He 

zips onto the highway, cutting off drivers left and right. He leans back, 

nestling into his seat. Finally at home.

There are lots of good things about living in LA. The housing 

is always spacious and comfortable. There are always pleasant 

homeless people to talk to in the street. There is easy and free 

parking on every road. But the one thing no one loves are the bad 

drivers racing around the city. Forget improvements to sex ed. We 

need better drivers ed. LA needs change and we need it now.

A Love Like No Other
By Logan Sobel

To the Person I Ride My Bird Scooter with to Save Money, with Love,

The world last night  was just the two of us. At the Westwood In-

N-Out. It was late on a Friday night and all those perfectly mixed 

drinks we had killed were digesting beautifully.  Together, we 

observed the enthralling environment of 16 year olds from a high 

school that couldn’t have been anywhere close to this In-N-Out, 

drunk people with stolen road signs, and that older man who is 
just kinda always there by himself offering to buy people nicotine. 

 
A wave of exhaustion fell over us, and we decided we needed to 

go home. And what better mode of transportation than one Bird 

scooter for two. Despite never having driven a bird before, I 

refused to ride in the back out of fear of emasculation. I gripped 

the handle and suddenly, we were off. I was such a natural! 

I’m talking swerving in front of cars, jumping curbs, splitting 

couples, and brake checking every once in a while because I was 
scared we were going too fast. Just to keep you on your toes.

Oh and the sights we saw going up Gayley?!

Continued on next page
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Who wants anything more than to see a group of guys take the walk 

of shame home after getting rejected by every house on frat row? 

I look upon them with disdain as I cruise smoothly by, pretending 

later not to see them as my state-of-the-art scooter revealed its uphill 

impairments or to see a chiseled man in a BMW drive dangerously 

fast and close to us. I remember driving past it — the Ronald Reagan 

UCLA Medical Center — and thinking just how aptly named it is. He 

really did love to help people. 

It was really on the way up the hill where our Bird really showed off 

its peak technological performance. It demonstrated its dynamic 

range by taking us from 14 mph all the way down to 1 mph. We 

were awkwardly trekking up the hill together, at a snail's pace, while 

everybody watched in amusement. 

Then we’re home sweet home, back at the hill. And I have to lie to 

you and tell you I live in Sunset Village even though I live in Rieber 

because I don’t think I’m making it up the stairs tonight. Immediately 

after parting ways you turned back to me, surely intending to ask me 

to walk you back to your dorm, but I was nowhere to be seen as I 

had disappeared into the Covel Game Room to challenge a random 

person to a game of Mario Kart (only at 50cc though).

What a perfect Friday night. College Rocks.     

           

          Forever Yours,

       Your Bird Lover
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THE BRUIN REVIEW

In this sixth issue of News in Review, 
creators satirically address the 

highlights and pitfalls—the successes 
and misfortunes—of another quarter of 

pandemic-ridden life at UCLA. 

The Bruin Review is a diverse 
organization of students striving to 

increase discourse on campus through 
our two quarterly publications, podcast, 

and open discussions. Check us out at 
bruinreview.com and follow us 

@bruinreview and 
@bruinreviewmemes.


